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so doing will further distinguish him-
self and consequently better his com-
munity.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO BEDFORD SCHOOL
SUPERINTENDENT DENNIS POPE

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to pay tribute
to Dennis Pope upon receiving the New
Hampshire Superintendent of the Year
Award for the 1999–2000 school year.
This honor was awarded to Mr. Pope by
the New Hampshire School Administra-
tors Association, and both Mary Jo and
I applaud the hard work and dedication
that has earned him such high esteem.

Dennis Pope was chosen from eleven
other nominees, and it was ultimately
his actions and the respect of his peers
that elevated him over the competi-
tion. He has dedicated nearly three
decades of his life to education, the
past eleven years of which have been as
the Bedord, New Hampshire, Super-
intendent of Schools. Dennis Pope’s
goal has always been to make a dif-
ference in the lives of his students and
in the education process, and he has
succeeded. Mr. Pope’s efforts exemplify
the Association’s motto ‘‘Champions
for Children.’’ Dennis is a champion of
both our children and New Hampshire
school systems.

Dennis Pope’s presence in the Bed-
ford community extends far beyond the
walls of its schools. Dennis is an indi-
vidual who leads by example. He has
been a member of the Rotary club, nu-
merous town committees and is cur-
rently the Vice-Chairman of the Visita-
tion Committees for the NEASC.

Dennis has illustrated that one can’t
be a passive participant and prosper.
He has taken the initiative of reform-
ing the scholastic curriculum, and he
has encouraged community involve-
ment in school affairs. He has shown
that being fiscally conservative doesn’t
detract from an academically rich
school system.

Again, I commend Dennis Pope on
this very special honor and on his serv-
ice to the Bedford School System. His
work is greatly beneficial to the Town
and the State, and I wish him all of the
best as he continues to make a dif-
ference in his community and in the
lives of its young citizens. It is truly
an honor to represent Dennis Pope in
the United States Senate.∑
f

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF BRIDGE-
PORT’S ST. RAPHAEL CHURCH

∑ Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise
today in recognition of the 75th anni-
versary of St. Raphael Church in
Bridgeport, Connecticut. I commend
the church and its devoted members for
their long tradition of faithfulness and
service. This anniversary is, rightfully,
cause for celebration among St. Raph-
ael’s parishioners, and it is a pleasure
to recognize their enduring commit-
ment to the Bridgeport community.

The 1920s and 1930s saw a great influx
of Italian immigrants into this country

generally and into the City of Bridge-
port, Connecticut specifically. These
immigrants brought hope and courage
to America, and they also brought with
them a strong religious faith. A new
Roman Catholic parish, St Raphael’s,
was soon established in Bridgeport to
minister to their needs.

While the church that everyone in
Bridgeport recognizes as St. Raphael’s
was being built, masses were held in
the old Caruso Theater. An altar was
carried in on Sundays to make the the-
ater more like a sanctuary. Services
were modest, but they drew the parish
together. On Christmas Day, 1925 the
faithful celebrated the first mass in
their new church. From that day for-
ward the church has prospered and
grown. A convent was added to the par-
ish in 1937 and the sisters who lived
there led religious instruction for six
hundred public school children every
week.

During World War II, hundreds of
young men from this church bravely
went overseas to fight for their coun-
try, and fifty of them never returned.

Despite these losses, the 1940s were a
time of expansion for the church. New
land was acquired and new buildings
were raised. The church’s current ap-
pearance is a result of the work done
primarily during this period.

St. Raphael’s is one of the most beau-
tiful churches in Bridgeport, and I be-
lieve, in the entire state of Con-
necticut. What was once a yellow Span-
ish-style mission has undergone many
renovations. Now a Gregorian Roman-
esque building overlooking a school,
convent, and rectory, much of the
property surrounding it belongs to the
Church. The altar inside was imported
to this country from Italy. Some of the
woodwork around the altar was carved
by Italian artists, while most of the
renovations to this building have been
the product of devoted parishioners
throughout the past seven decades.
From the marble steps to the artwork
contained within the Church, this place
of worship is a proud combination of
traditional Italian style and modern
American workmanship and dedica-
tion.

As St. Raphael’s celebrates its 75th
Anniversary, it is fitting to remember
the rich history and the important role
that this parish has had in the commu-
nity and for the many generations of
Italian-Americans that have lived in
Bridgeport. It has persisted through
the years as a source of spiritual guid-
ance and communal strength, and I ap-
plaud their legacy and wish the parish
well at the dawn of this new century.∑
f

ELMENDORF AIR FORCE BASE
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARD

∑ Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
would like to recognize a recent
achievement of the men and women at
Elmendorf Air Force Base in Anchor-
age, Alaska. Today, they received the
Air Force’s 1999 General Thomas D.
White Environmental Award for Res-

toration. This award reflects the com-
mitment of the Air Force in Anchorage
to making Elmendorf Air Force Base
and the surrounding community a bet-
ter place to live.

Mr. President, the men and women
who serve our nation at Elmendorf
have always been sensitive to the needs
of the communities surrounding the
base. Indeed, all of the Air Force in-
stallations in Alaska, have gone out of
their way to ensure that the environ-
ment is not permanently harmed by
any military presence. Innovative ap-
proaches to cleanup have resulted in
Elmendorf being projected to reach Air
Force cleanup goals a full ten years
ahead of schedule.

Several measures are in place to im-
prove and speed up the cleanup of any
future environmental hazards, all at a
cost savings of over $1 million to the
taxpayers. All of these efforts have en-
sured a long standing positive relation-
ship with the civilian community and
preserved the beautiful lands in Alaska
for future generations to enjoy. For
this reason, the Air Force today re-
warded the men and women at Elmen-
dorf for their diligence.

Today, the people of Elmendorf can
be proud of the fact that they are an
example by which other Air Force in-
stallations around the nation, indeed
the world, will measure themselves for
environmental awareness. I join the
Air Force in commending those at El-
mendorf, like Lieutenant General
Thomas R. Case and Colonel Duncan H.
Showers, who have made this possible.
I also look forward to continued work
with the Air Force in Alaska to main-
tain their excellent relationship with
the rest of the communities in Alas-
ka.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO LUCAS MOLLER
∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I bring
your attention to the recent accom-
plishments of Lucas Moller. Lucas is 11
years old, a student of Russell Elemen-
tary School in Moscow, Idaho, and is
currently helping NASA scientists de-
velop sensitive and complex space
equipment.

In December of 1999, Lucas was se-
lected by the Planetary Society to
have his invention used by NASA sci-
entists on the Mars Surveyor 2001 mis-
sion. Mr. President, I know you join
Idaho and myself in extending to Lucas
congratulations on this achievement.

The Planetary Society asked kinder-
garten through 12th-grade students to
design an experiment that would en-
hance the Mars Surveyor mission.
After learning of this contest, Lucas
studied the mission to determine what
he could build. What Lucas came up
with was both simple and ingenious. He
constructed a thimble-sized cylinder
designed to help scientists test the
angle at which Martian dust falls off
space equipment. This invention will
allow scientists to learn what angle to
position their equipment to prevent
dust collecting and interfering with ex-
periments.
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